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glad if I could any way concur with you in putting a stop
to w&at you say is now in agitation.

I must here "condole with you upon the loss of that excel-
lent man, the bishop of Derry,1 who has scarcely left be-
hind him his equal in humanity, agreeable conversation, and
all kinds of learning. "We have often talked of you with great
pleasure ; and upon this occasion I cannot but reflect upon
myself, who, at the same time that I omit no opportunity of
expressing my esteem for you to others, have been so negli-
gent in doing it to yourself. I have several times taken up
my pen to write to you, but have always been interrupted by
some impertinence o*r other; and, to tell you unreservedly, I
have been unwilling to answer so agreeable a letter, as that
I received from you, with one written in form only; but 1
must still have continued silent, had I deferred writing till I
could have made a suitable return. Shall we never again
talk together in laconic ? "Whenever you see England, your
company will be the most acceptable in the world at Holland
House,2 where you are highly esteemed by Lady "Warwick an I
the young Lord; though by none anywhere more than by,

Sir, your most faithful,
And most humble and obedient servant,

J". ADDISON,

ADDISON  TO  DEAN  SWIFT.

DEAS SIB,                                Bristol, Oct. 1st, 1718.

I have received the honour of your letter at Bristol,
where I have just finished a course of water-drinking, which
I hope has pretty well recovered me from the leavings of my
last winter's sickness. As for the subject of your letter,
though you know an affair of that nature cannot well nor
safely be trusted in writing, I desired a friend of mine to ac-

1  Dr. St. George Ashe.    " It is to be regretted that we have not the
letter from Swift, which appears to have renewed, after a long interval,
the correspondence between those distinguished men.    It would seem,
from the readiness with which Addison embraces the proffered amity of
the Dean, that he had entertained no prejudice against him from his
quarrel with Steele:  so that it may be fairly argued he had more reason
in that unfortunate affair, than has been conceded in his favour by some of
his biographers/*    Sir W. Scott.

2  The Dean had lodgings at Kensington in the summer ol 1712; and
Mr. Addison lived theie at the same time, which was some years before
his maniage with the Countess of Warwick,